Paige Hill
Privacy Versus Affordable Living
 
Dorm-like living after college just may be the future. Living accommodations have become increasingly expensive as rural areas have made it harder to catch a livable salary and large city living have become very competitive and overly expensive. 
 
These types of shared living experiences are easier to come by in larger cities, as rent is much more expensive than in rural areas.
 
College salaries are a high priority to graduating students, but expectations can be much different than reality when looking for the first job. This plays a huge role in what a person can afford and if a giving up privacy for a more affordable living would be worth it in the long run.
 
“I would be interested in city living,” said Zoe Noland, upcoming graduate at East Tennessee State University. “I would definitely be interested in living in dorm like accommodations after I graduate because rent is so expensive.”
 
Age and gender would also play a role in the decision of living with roommates. While in most universities’ they tend to separate the men from the women for several reasons but in an adult post-college shared living experience, this is most-of-the-time, not the case. 
 
 “I would consider sharing a living style like this if I was roomed with people of my age,” Said Nancy Jane Earnest, an alumna of East Tennessee State University. “I was actually hoping that more of this type of living would happen here in Johnson City.”
 
Shared living experiences sound great at first thought but anyone who has had roommates before, realize that living with other people can be a full-on task. Privacy can be very personal for individuals so it needs to be noted as a concern for people who cannot handle these situations. 
 
“I would have to have my own bathroom and various kitchen appliances,” said Earnest. “But could handle a shared kitchen and bedroom.”
 
Most people who decide to go through with this type of living have already experienced this in some sort of way, which would make them aware of the basic rules of sharing space. 
 
“I would not mind sharing a kitchen area with other people, but a bathroom and bedroom is a must for me.” Said Noland. 
 
Living with roommate’s post-college is going to be very different because there will be a whole new set of priorities attached to each person now they have graduated. Job schedules will be much different than college ones, which can make a great difference in privacy and communication. 
 
“I think that living together as multiple adults with jobs would be easier to be roommates as multiple college students,” Said Jason Halsey, former East Tennessee State University student. “Less drama. More maturity.”
 
As rent has become more expensive and people are realizing that shared living can help save money and can be a more efficient style of living, it has become a growing demographic in cities and rural areas.
 
“I would like to think there is a growing demographic for this here in Johnson City especially for lower incomes.” Said Earnest. 
 
Despite various opinions about dorm living, the consensus states that many individuals would consider this living experience post-college and believe that there is a growing need for it in the future. 
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